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Also towards the end of the evening Colin Greene  Sunday evening finished the weekend off perfectly

spoke about the changes to the church and how his with a rousing Songs of Praise serviéevhen we sang
vision plus the O6o0ordi narydnnse amlde sofn gBh avthp &€ hA avrea e( &
beyond) had grown the church and kept it going churchiiinterspersed with reminiscences by John

through good times and difficult times. Harper, Paula Connor, Jenny Bickley and we were

joined by Maureen and Peter Hennessey and other

O0bl asts from the pastd

Overall a succesBa lot of foodilots of singing and
above all a lot of CHATTING!!

Words by Sue Goult

Pictures by Roger Goult

7 }j‘! \ /

Sunday started early with breakfagifruit juice, tea/
coffee, croissants, toast and assorted jams and
marmalades. Then into the church for a special
communion and the first Advent Candféit by Colin
Greene and Kezia Ball (J
daughter). The Bishop preached a wonderful sermon
there was lots of music and the longest sharing of the
Peace in living memory. We had been joined by more
6f aces f r oKkmithand €argbRestalod, Phil
and Anne White, Alan and Maureen Dobb, Bronwyn
and Jim Lacey, Mark Earey, Mark Pullinger, Celia
Campbelfiand everyone enjoyed working out who
was who, and how long it was since we had seen
them.

Of course, some people couldndt make it due to othe
commitmentsi Revd Alan Coutts, Rev Eric Whitley, :
Revds Tony and Susan Leighton and others who
couldndot travel. Many
outh of those present or unable to come.. The servicg
was followed by a very noisy shared lunch, which wa
enjoyed particularly by Rebecca Blockley (nee Goult)
and her second son, Thomas (7 months). Roger
Goult spent the larger part of the weekend using his
digital camera to good effedi 218 photos and
counting.
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PRAYER FOR POLAND MA NDY PIENIEK [TILLEY]

As some of you may know | have had quite a difficult & lifestyle -changing few months. To cut a long story

short, | was made redundant at the end of August after working as a junior school teacher for Notts Coun-

ty Council since leaving college at the age of 22. It is very hard to find another job in teaching as you get

older [you tend to be more expensive & with schools facing budget cuts ... ... ] so, while considering my fu-

ture, | hoped to be able to do some supply teaching. However, the terms of my redundancy stated that |

could not teach for a month after the end of my contract ie. until October. The morning after | received

this news my cousin rang from Poland to check that we w
tively suggested goingover owedd not visited for four years. She was
be a real sign that this was the right thing to do. Consequently, as pupils in Notts returned to school, | flew

to Warsaw.

My cousin & her daughter run a language school for small groups & individuals, catering for young children

through to adults. English seems to be becoming a second language in Poland, taught in all state schools. At

leastthree -quarters of the students at the Language School a
speakersé6 are much sought after & |I was kept busy takin
-speaking English teachers with the 6dconversationd part

previous months, the fact that my skills were valued & useful was a much  -needed boost to my confidence as

a teacher.

At the family village with

ter & some of her family.
The building used for

the language school

Polish people are extremely hospitable & have a great sense of fami-

ly. I was very well looked after whilst staying there d you never visit

anyone without being offered something to eat & drink - &, despite
the main purpose of the visit being work  -related, | was still taken out sight  -seeing. | also went to church

with the family; they are all strong Catholics, so this was a very different experience. Catholic churches

are very well attended & where suburbs are expanding new churches are being built, however all services

are virtually the same & there seems to be very little
around 90% of the population is Catholic & most of those people will attend church at least weekly - but

how many of these people have a personal relationship with God??

Please pray that the Lord will breathe new life into the Catholic church in Poland.
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My final weekend was spent in Gniezno, the ancient capital of Poland where the first kings were crowned,
staying with my friend & her family. Alina teaches English in a state secondary school, so | had a different

experience assisting in lessons in an ordinary school.

LefAl ina in Gnieznods main square with tI
cat hedr al in the background.
Ri gihatt wor k with one of Alinads classes ¢
teenagers in a state school.

My church experience was also rather different & much more familiar d there was a music group

at the front [one of the songs was 06As the deer pec¢
gation praying & a speaker relating events in his
to give greetings from our church at the end of the service & the minister asked me to return

their greetings to All Saints so ... Greetings from Gniezno Baptist Church [Eastern Poland].

They run an addiction recovery programme -whi ch t he speaker had come tFh
mentoring others. They also have a drama group which tries to present Biblical themes through

short plays with the opportunity to talk afterwards. The group is going to visit the local prison

soon to try to reach some of the people there. The church is quite small in number & uses a

building which has three floors. They are trying to kit out the upper floor for conference &

group use but have only been able to afford to do the first -fix as yet.

They would appreciate prayer about:

the completion of this floor, the continuation of the addiction recovery programme, that the
drama group will have opportunities to reach people, that the protestant churches will be able to
work together, the influence/attitude of the Catholic church.

| feel that | have been greatly blessed by my three weeks away. God has taught me a lot person-
ally during that time and opened my eyes to some of the needs of his people in Poland.
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Rob and I now have ou@nﬁoﬁéggt(pg lﬁ’l’séélm\?esand I
again and the chlldreﬁhélseméllsl'cgrmg\ﬂlr? érp(?nl ia\piyrtné
away and happy and earnlng' We woul d Ii ke
to be able to go away w?ek%gds or\lNeamv(\)/r\l/irg, f e
if the weather 1 s goo ?ver %rgnetallyfs;??nc?.
more time together. pron, © owing -
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to o6Little Peébbaﬁ.wAﬁééﬁdp%?yfd /'sung a servi
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there was a strict rulféetqur'§lnt3|/(¥uhﬁgdtpot6@n§plo’
was all owed to sing at fgcglergaﬁrjé)@t W&e Y& YndOE
the services for anotﬁ@ﬁ §@£rnoﬁﬁ§ortunately
that al so meant that, as my birthday falls just
before Christmas | had to wait fo t he New

. . ontinued over
Year before having my voice test to enter! |t
was one of my proudest moments when | was
awarded my surplus to become a full choir
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On returning to Loughbmparotugghardfdrhaealnpivreg stthegmIf i n¢
once more found mysel fplagdy EGuma nfurednt &.otl halvso t r
i ng the transport to gohdior Netn p@mrtiasmt. made rwehill st |
became a member of t hebefrdargd nad jEanmaerdietihe v oi ce:

musi c group under TonyWhJohn'\?on wh o had

b t h t i ch gy S o -
.een my ea.c e.r a junIOd’ ag oo decllp a(}/e Clalse,
inet and sang. On returning to live at home to

months whllst t hey found S
hel p care for my grandma mvy amlly hav’i an

1 are, oger ai
foll owed me back to Louoghborou§
K oI|dI %ether

more found myself singing at anpantan er e
I married in 1982. On this occasion the whole

church turned out and chgyichd £HOY "/ Pdedl Hrdinme ta,

fl owers were thrown 'nsa{%)dpﬁdrf:'ee Oé’dorwoeedd'nfglute

photo took pride of plaoc\faedne\}d]ryvneflsntdtyeunt'almtd](

extension was built sojne tyrpearrﬁugactedroup but | m:
[

of f to give myself time to
: And so to Thorpe Avélrterr]!netr!??sqthg\ﬁeond()t tet Cnadpl)engtril'
1982 as the only <chu to, and |
joined the choir in now peo
pl e. When Colin re
suaded me to br g
mont hly OAIIl ag __served
at the altar fo ghove to
Burl eigh whil e
the move to usi ces
with the piano cted to
fill i n more on I  was
of fered the posi n e nev-
er wanted it to a ” [ I did
however o6filll i nod agai§1o ulnttiH d\‘IJ g@dd afrJri Vr?ls VI/FCPH(
was a | ong interregnur‘r\,”alncdhIlgofvoere\,péraylmgm)}hseoul
grand piano which unfor&uwdattelryewgalftretpdlarﬁf ot he,
by the clavinova on Nigg|dspArdddh'concert Band,
Orchestra, accompanying eX:
_ .MVC ..
Having another full time music director gave me
the space to find my voice again and | al so

started playi nigt hteheclsaarAqrprboeht_o_np __________ many thai

having become dlfflculgt otLPphOrlod W\)etrhyotm aatrt1hA'ft
i n my wrists, which waps rptaJd|tC3}‘ tadls)/ha)raéj rﬁ)} ntn,h§|(

time until I had an operation in 1996. Thi was
also a time when | helWendyt ™M ly&dngsters Who
pl ayed with uBwrnintcien@ enagiitdr
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fl 88 Cl'aft Eve nil‘g

This years Craft Evening was held on Tuesday 2
and we welcomed back | ots of regular faces. w
t heme of our first evening by doing FIl ower dec:
there was an opportunity to make Christmas <car
and naturally when we have an event there must
al so brought us a short reflection about the s
thank Roger Goult again for being the official
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