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Inside this issue:  25 YEARS ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS 

Finally, after all the fund raising and forward 

planning, the weekend arrived.  Saturday 

morning saw the Church hall buzzingðwith 

church members, old and new, and lots of the 

local communityðcoming for a drink, a mince 

pie, bacon sandwich, a biscuit or a jacket potato.  

There were lots of stalls selling a variety of 

thingsðdelicious cakes, small and largeðcards 

for Christmas and birthdays, homemade craft 

ideas from lavender bags, tissue holders to more intricate thingsðtoys and 

games, bric a brac, shampoo and bubble bathðhand knitted items and 

plenty of room to sit and chat.  Father Christmas was in fine form, you 

could have your face painted and look at the a photographic display of 

Thorpe Acre,  old and new.  On the big screen, John Bush was running lots 

of old pictures of historical Thorpe Acre and old Loughborough. 

 

Everyone went home for the afternoon, well fed and had a rest, before the 

Anniversary dinner in the evening.  There is only one word for thisðWOW! 

- soup or melon, chicken in white wine sauce, steak and ale pie or 

vegetarian lasagne with potatoes and lots of veg to be followed by Eton 

Mess or cheese and biscuits.  Jennyôs friends from the Lions did us all 

proud - everything was hot (as it was meant to be!) and delicious.  And the 

companyðwell, it was a roll call of the years from 1984ðto the present 

day.  The Revd Doctor Colin Greene and his wife Karen from the USA; 

Revd Ian Farley his  wife Mags and 3 of their 4 children; Steve Berry and 

his wife Alison and their 3 children; Valda Swinton; Joanne (nee Riddle) 

and her husband Colin Grey; Uche Ajeafobi, Ifeanyi and Adobe; Micheal 

and Jean Godwin; Magda Shaheed and lots of present church members.  

We were entertained between courses by Hilary Ayling, with monologues 

by Joyce Grenfell and others, and by Noel Alexander singing with his 

guitar.        

Cont over page 
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Also towards the end of the evening Colin Greene 

spoke about the changes to the church and how his 

vision plus the ôordinaryõ people of Thorpe Acre (and 

beyond) had grown the church and kept it going 

through good times and difficult times. 

 

Sunday started early with breakfastñfruit juice, tea/

coffee, croissants, toast and assorted jams and 

marmalades.  Then into the church for a special 

communion and the first Advent Candleñlit by Colin 

Greene and Kezia Ball (Jonathon and Jemaõs 

daughter).  The Bishop preached a wonderful sermon, 

there was lots of music and the longest sharing of the 

Peace in living memory.  We had been joined by more 

ôfaces from the pastõ - Keith and Carol Pentelow, Phil 

and Anne White, Alan and Maureen Dobb, Bronwyn 

and Jim Lacey, Mark Earey, Mark Pullinger, Celia 

Campbellñand everyone enjoyed working out who 

was who, and how long it was since we had seen 

them. 

 

Of course, some people couldnõt make it due to other 

commitmentsñRevd Alan Coutts, Rev Eric Whitley, 

Revds Tony and Susan Leighton and others who 

couldnõt travel.  Many apologies for missing anyone 

outñof those present or unable to come..  The service 

was followed by a very noisy shared lunch, which was 

enjoyed particularly by Rebecca Blockley (nee Goult) 

and her second son, Thomas (7 months).  Roger 

Goult spent the larger part of the weekend using his 

digital camera to good effectñ218 photos and 

counting.   

 

Sunday evening finished the weekend off perfectly 

with a rousing Songs of Praise serviceñwhen we sang 

hymns and songs which were special to all Saintsõ 

churchñinterspersed with reminiscences by John 

Harper, Paula Connor, Jenny Bickley and we were 

joined by Maureen and Peter Hennessey and other 

õblasts from the pastõ 

 

Overall a successña lot of foodñlots of singing and 

above all a lot of CHATTING!!  

 

Words by Sue Goult 

Pictures by Roger Goult 
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PRAYER FOR  

TURKEY 

The following is an extract from the Prayer Booklet 

put together by the Barnabus Fund, which offers 

information, prayers, hope and aid for the 

persecuted church. Whilst that focuses on many 

countries worldwide, we have particular interest in 

events in Turkey, through family connections in 

Istanbul. 

 

ñChristians in Turkey are the objects of widespread 

prejudice and suspicion. Although modern Turkey 

was created with a strongly secular basis, Islam is 

still seen as a major part of Turkish identity, and 

Islamism is growing in strength. Christians are 

traditionally associated with the West and even 

with disloyalty to the state. The media often 

encourages anti-Christian hostility by spreading 

wildly inaccurate allegations. Sometimes the 

general antagonism boils over into threats and acts 

of violence against individuals. Six Christians have 

been martyred in recent years. Converts from Islam 

are especially vulnerable to harassment. 

 

Despite Turkey's long Christian heritage, stretching 

back to Biblical times, it is now overwhelmingly 

Muslim, and Christians number only about 0.1 % of 

its population. The great majority are from the 

historic churches, although there are also some 

Protestant groups (one of which is recognised by 

the government) and a few thousand converts from 

Islam. The Turkish constitution guarantees freedom 

of religion, but in order to control religious practice 

and limit the place of religion in public life the 

government has imposed restrictions on Christians 

as well as others. For example, although there is 

no law against sharing one's faith, Christians have 

often been harassed for engaging in evangelism or 

providing Christian teaching for children. 

 

 

Christians face particular difficulty in opening, 

maintaining and operating places of worship. 

Religious services may take place only in locations 

designated by the government, and landlords are 

reluctant to rent private property to churches for 

fear of harassment by the police. Christian 

buildings are also liable to attack. In 2010 an 

ancient church in Nusaybin, dating from the 4th 

century, was defaced with anti-Christian and pro-

Islamic slogans. The attackers tore down a fence to 

enter the grounds and daubed aggressive 

messages in paint on the stone walls.ò 

 

The last paragraph has particular relevance. Some 

of you will know that the Istanbul team began the 

process of signing a deal for a church building, only 

to find that a family member of the Lessee raised 

an objection due to the proposed use. 

 

Please continue to pray for Christians in Turkey, 

that their Muslim neighbours will cease to see them 

as a threat to their country and come to respect 

their contribution to national life. Ask the Lord to 

protect them against slander, hostility and violence.  

Pray that the government will resist pressure to 

give a more privileged status to Islam, and also that 

it may ease the restrictions on the churches and 

give them greater freedom to proclaim the Gospel 

and meet for worship. Pray that God will give His 

people grace to stand for Him in a difficult 

environment. 

Supplied by Tim and Penny Bradshaw 
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 PRAYER FOR POLAND MA NDY PIENIEK [TILLEY]   

As some of you may know I have had quite a difficult & lifestyle -changing few months. To cut a long story 

short, I was made redundant at the end of August after working as a junior school teacher for Notts Coun-

ty Council since leaving college at the age of 22. It is very hard to find another job in teaching as you get 

older [you tend to be more expensive & with schools facing budget cuts ... ...] so, while considering my fu-

ture, I hoped to be able to do some supply teaching. However, the terms of my redundancy stated that I 

could not teach for a month after the end of my contract ie. until October. The morning after I received 

this news my cousin rang from Poland to check that we were OK [sheõd seen the riots on the TV] & I tenta-

tively suggested going over ð weõd not visited for four years. She was very keen on this idea; it seemed to 

be a real sign that this was the right thing to do. Consequently, as pupils in Notts returned to school, I flew 

to Warsaw.  

My cousin & her daughter run a language school for small groups & individuals, catering for young children 

through to adults. English seems to be becoming a second language in Poland, taught in all state schools. At 

least three -quarters of the students at the Language School are there to improve their English. ôNative 

speakersõ are much sought after & I was kept busy taking groups & individual sessions & assisting the Polish

-speaking English teachers with the ôconversationõ part of some of their sessions. After the events of the 

previous months, the fact that my skills were valued & useful was a much -needed boost to my confidence as 

a teacher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polish people are extremely hospitable & have a great sense of fami-

ly. I was very well looked after whilst staying there ð you never visit 

anyone without being offered something to eat & drink -  &, despite 

the main purpose of the visit being work -related, I was still taken out sight -seeing. I also went to church 

with the family; they are all strong Catholics, so this was a very different experience. Catholic churches 

are very well attended & where suburbs are expanding new churches are being built, however all services 

are virtually the same & there seems to be very little in the way of ôworshipõ [as we would know it]. Probably 

around 90% of the population is Catholic & most of those people will attend church at least weekly - but 

how many of these people have a personal relationship with God??  

Please pray that the Lord will breathe new life into the Catholic church in Poland.  

At the family village with Dadõs last remaining sis-

ter & some of her family. 
The building used for 

the language school 
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My final weekend was spent in Gniezno, the ancient capital of Poland where the first kings were crowned, 

staying with my friend & her family. Alina teaches English in a state secondary school, so I had a different 

experience assisting in lessons in an ordinary school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My church experience was also rather different & much more familiar ð there was a music group 

at the front [one of the songs was ôAs the deer pants for the water ...õ], members of the congre-

gation praying & a speaker relating events in his own life to Godõs call for obedience. I was asked 

to give greetings from our church at the end of the service & the minister asked me to return 

their greetings to All Saints so ... Greetings from Gniezno Baptist Church [Eastern Poland].  

They run an addiction recovery programme - which the speaker had come through & heõs now 

mentoring others. They also have a drama group which tries to present Biblical themes through 

short plays with the opportunity to talk afterwards. The group is going to visit the local prison 

soon to try to reach some of the people there. The church is quite small in number & uses a 

building which has three floors. They are trying to kit out the upper floor for conference & 

group use but have only been able to afford to do the first -fix as yet.  

They would appreciate prayer about:  

the completion of this floor, the continuation of the addiction recovery programme, that the 

drama group will have opportunities to reach people, that the protestant churches will be able to 

work together, the influence/attitude of the Catholic church.  

I feel that I have been greatly blessed by my three weeks away. God has taught me a lot person-

ally during that time and opened my eyes to some of the needs of his people in Poland.  

Left - Alina in Gnieznoôs main square with the 

cathedral in the background. 

Right ï at work with one of Alinaôs classes of 

teenagers in a state school. 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS 

CHILD 2011  
 

As I write this a lorry full of boxes is on its way 

to Ukraine.  This lorry contains the 286 boxes 

lovingly packed by All Saints members and 

friends. 

 

As in previous years Pam Allen from 

Knightthorpe Methodist joined us with her col-

lection of items and a very generous amount of 

money.  Pamôs contribution is a wonderful en-

couragement and an even larger help.  Pam 

has a team who knit, collect and support the 

cause throughout the year. 

 

Last year, our boxes went to Romania; during 

the year I received the following story: 

ñMihai Vincze told us about a distribution they 

made in a remote village called Ticu which they 

managed to get to despite bad roads and 

snowy conditions. A Pentecostal pastor told 

them about this village and the harsh conditions 

in which the people live. The only source of in-

come for these families is the low allowances 

for children given by the state. It is 10 km to the 

nearest bus station and the children know that 

Santa Claus cannot go there.  

 

Knowing the shoeboxes were coming they pre-

pared a traditional Romanian celebration. When 

they were asked why they had worked so hard 

to prepare the event, they answered that no-

body had visited them before as nobody cared 

about them.  

 

After the presents were given out parents (who 

were almost crying) said, "We are glad that fi-

nally the children received more than 2 oranges 

and a chocolate". The pastor assured them that 

even if Santa Claus hasn't been there before, 

God is always present. His love is more valua-

ble than a present and everybody may feel the 

love of God if they open their heartsò. 

 

Its stories like this one that encourages me to 

continue to coordinate the appeal ï we have so 

much to enjoy, especially at Christmas time 

when we are fortunate to exchange gifts with 

one another.  The boxes we pack with just a 

few óbits and bobsô to us bring such joy to so 

many.   

 

For the 2012 appeal I will require some addi-

tional help.  In particular I need some more knit-

ters (patterns can be provided) - wool would al-

so be useful, any colour or type.  Wrapping pa-

per ï my supplies are running very low so 

please keep a look out in the January Sales. 

 

So, thank you seems rather inadequate, but, 

Thank You for thinking of the children when 

you are in Wilkos and Morrisons.  Your extra 

bar of soap does bring joy and shows such care 

and love.  Thank you for generously donating 

more than enough money to send 286 boxes 

plus a donation towards the work of Samaritans 

Purse. 

 

Mary Drake 
 



 

òGodõs love to all: Experiencing, Sharing, Demonstrating!ó  

 

 

 

 

My life in Church Music 

By the time you read this it will be known that I 

will be playing my last service at Thorpe Acre 

the end of January. This has not been an easy 

decision but has been nudging at the back of 

my mind for some months so I know itôs the 

right one. This Christmas I celebrate 45 years 

in Church music and nearly 30 in this church. 

Rob and I now have our house to ourselves 

again and the children are all grown and living 

away and happy and earning! We would like 

to be able to go away at weekends on a whim, 

if the weather is good and generally spend 

more time together.  

 

So how did it all begin? Well I was born in 

Loughborough and the family attended 

Emmanuel where I was christened and went 

to óLittle Peopleô. Around my 4th year we 

moved up the Forest road end of town and 

started attending St Marys, Nanpantan, which 

was to remain the family church and which my 

mam still goes to. My mam and sister joined 

the St Marys choir when I was 7 and because 

there was a strict rule that you had to be 8 I 

was allowed to sing at choir practice but not in 

the services for another year. Unfortunately 

that also meant that, as my birthday falls just 

before Christmas I had to wait for the New 

Year before having my voice test to enter! It 

was one of my proudest moments when I was 

awarded my surplus to become a full choir 

member a year later. I had a specially altered 

cassock as I was so small, and when I 

advanced to become an adult in gown and 

collar they had to send away for a specially 

made small one! We initially practised at the 

church but when the bus service up the road 

was halted on Friday nights we moved the 

practise to the home of Geoff Eason who had 

become the new choir master. This was 

brilliant as Geoffôs wife was the cookery 

teacher at the Convent and Friday night was 

baking night.... great incentive to sing well! At 

one stage the choir in Nanpantan consisted of  

5 members of the Legg family ï my dad 

declining to join as he was church warden and 

thought there was already enough of us. This 

was the time of óAncient and Modernô revised 

and singing psalms and I loved and still love 

this music more than anything modern. 

 

When I was 16 we moved reluctantly to 

Wolverhampton, following my dadôs job. There 

we found a local church and joined the choir. 

As the organist was also a lay reader I found 

myself ófilling inô when he was preaching. I 

also bought a guitar and used the 6 chords I 

mastered for the Sunday school. Mam and I 

also played /sung a service once a month in a 

local old peopleôs home. The daughter Church 

at Finchfield was just around the corner and I 

found myself on the organ rota. This was an 

experience because the organ, only about 3 

octaves long, was still hand- pumped! and I 

frequently had to transpose the hymns as the 

congregation was very aged and could not hit 

the top notes. 

 

Continued over page 
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On returning to Loughborough for university I 

once more found myself at Emmanuel, not hav-

ing the transport to go to Nanpantan. Here I 

became a member of the original Emmanuel 

music group under Tony Johnson, who had 

been my teacher at junior school! I played Clar-

inet and sang. On returning to live at home to 

help care for my grandma (my family having 

followed me back to Loughborough), I once 

more found myself singing at Nanpantan where 

I married in 1982. On this occasion the whole 

church turned out and church/ choir/ priest/ 

flowers were thrown in for free. Our wedding 

photo took pride of place in the vestry until the 

extension was built some years later. 

 

... And so to Thorpe Acre! I started attending in 

1982 as the only church I could travel to, and I 

joined the choir in an effort to get to know peo-

ple. When Colin Greene came to TA he per-

suaded me to bring out my clarinet at the 

monthly óAll age worshipô services. I had served 

at the altar for Colin at Nanpantan. The move to 

Burleigh while the church was extended saw 

the move to using instruments in all services 

with the piano and it was here that I started to 

fill in more on the piano. When Mark left I was 

offered the position but declined as I have nev-

er wanted it to be a full time commitment. I did 

however ófill inô again until Nigel arrived. This 

was a long interregnum and I loved playing the 

grand piano which unfortunately was replaced 

by the clavinova on Nigelôs arrival. 

 

Having another full time music director gave me 

the space to find my voice again and I also 

started playing the saxophone ï the clarinet 

having become difficult to hold with the arthritis 

in my wrists, which was particularly bad at that 

time until I had an operation in 1996. This was 

also a time when I helped the youngsters who 

played with us once a month ï writing easier 

parts and helping them find their courage to 

play óup frontô. I also trained the ladies in the 

choir at Christmas whilst Nigel trained the men, 

before we joined the voices together. 

When Nigel left I was again offered the position 

and again declined. But offered to ófill inô for 6 

months whilst they found someone else..... and 

here we still are, Roger and I still ófilling inô and 

working solidly together. 

 

Looking back I have sung and played ï clarinet, 

saxophone, recorder, flute and guitar in TA and 

loved every minute. I am not leaving the church 

or the music group but I may take a few weeks 

off to give myself time to adjust, I am continuing 

with the MVC ï you donôt escape that easily, 

my men!! 

 

So I thank God for his wonderful gift of music 

which is forever in my soul and may have time 

to put the gift to my other musical óJobsô ï 

Loughborough Concert Band, the Area Schools 

Orchestra, accompanying examinations, 

MVC ..............  

 

And ............. many thanks to Roger, the music 

group and everyone at TA for giving me the op-

portunity to share my music. 

Wendy Miller 



 

òGodõs love to all: Experiencing, Sharing, Demonstrating!ó  

 

 

 

Issue 49  Page 10 

This years Craft Evening was held on Tuesday 29th November 

and we welcomed back lots of regular faces.  We went back to the 

theme of our first evening by doing Flower decorations although 

there was an opportunity to make Christmas cards with Sue Goult 

and naturally when we have an event there must be food!!  Sue 

also brought us a short reflection about the season.  We must 

thank Roger Goult again for being the official photographer. 


